
A solitary fellow who rarely left Turin, Giaj was a prolific composer.  Held in 
high regard throughout Europe, his works were widely studied and 
performed.  Benefiting from affluent patrons who loved music, Giaj cast many 
of the world’s famous singers in the 18 operas he composed over a 35-year 
period.  On this recording, his skillful arias include an anthem praising the 
heart’s valour, a treacherous journey through a dark forest, and a warning that 
a ravaged heart should never turn to hatred.  THREE ARIAS

GIOVANNI ANTONIO GIAJ

Full of whimsical invention and ingenuity, Bononcini’s music was lauded 
throughout the world.  As Handel’s most admired colleague in London, he 
achieved the pinnacle of success when his work was championed by England’s 
affluent elite.  However, he was eventually forced out of England over allegations 
of plagiarism and later died penniless, buried in a mass grave.  Here, Bononcini’s 
charming pastoral style is on display: a king in love shares admiration for his 
queen; and a martyr’s desperate tears dissolve into pity.  TWO ARIAS

GIOVANNI BONONCINI

Chummy with the Medici family in Florence, Orlandini was praised for his 
fashionable and forward-looking compositional style.  Writing many operas, 
his music was heard in London throughout the 1700s, and an intermezzo by 
Orlandini became one of the most frequently performed musical works of
the 18th century.  For this recording, the composer’s skill and innovation are
demonstrated within arias that ponder isolation and loss, a lover’s beauty,
and there’s even an instrumental death march!  THREE ARIAS

GIUSEPPE MARIA ORLANDINI

ADOPT-A-COMPOSER SCHEME

Music, Brilliance, and Intrigue

Each of these seven composers was a genuine musical talent, greatly 
admired for the refinement and skill of their compositions.  We have 

bundled together arias on the album by composer so you can ‘adopt’ the 
work of a master whose music and legacy most appeals to you.  To help you 

decide, we’ve included interesting tidbits about the composers’ lives.

Champion Level £ 4,500 / $ 6,000 and above

Leader Level £ 3,000 / $ 4,000 and above

Partner Level £ 1,500 / $ 2,000 and aboveA cultured priest with a bit of wanderlust, Ariosti was born in Bologna but spent 
much of his life working in Berlin, Vienna, and London, where his evident skills 
were often overshadowed by the behemoth, Handel.  In addition to composing, 
he could play several instruments, sing, and write dramatic texts; all while also 
working as a part-time spy for the King of France!  On this album, Ariosti’s music 
depicts a touching lament of lost love comparing heartbreak to the plaintive call 
of a caged bird. TWO ARIAS

ATTILIO ARIOSTI

Born in Hanover and raised in Italy, Lotti’s works were popular in the Italian 
operatic capital of Venice.  He also wrote sacred music for Saint Mark’s Basilica 
that was so beautiful it moved its listeners to tears.  When a budding Italian opera 
theatre was formed in Dresden, Lotti was hired to bring a troupe of Italian singers 
who spent four years in Germany until the entire venture crashed in bankruptcy 
and scandal.  On our recording, there are two contrasting takes on love by Lotti, a 
beautiful moment of repose, and a plea to avoid love’s silliness.  TWO ARIAS

ANTONIO LOTTI

Duly respected by his contemporaries, Giacomelli composed at least 19 operas 
that were presented throughout Italy and abroad.  He spent most of his life in 
Parma and although he died young at 48, he became one of the most popular 
opera composers of the time.  On this recording, parting lovers are depicted; 
unable to refrain from weeping, but full of a thousand affections.  ONE ARIA

GEMINIANO GIACOMELLI

Sticking to the family business, Ristori was given his first post as a composer by 
his father who ran a troupe of Italian improv comedians.  The importance of 
Ristori is often underestimated, as most of his music was destroyed in WWII 
bombings.  His aria on this album shows a sophisticated depth of emotion and 
sincerity, portraying a rejected man’s heartfelt plea to the stars. ONE ARIA

GIOVANNI ALBERTO RISTORI 


